
Concept Question 11-6: Why do we set small singular values to zero? 
 
To reduce the dimensionality of the problem. In the examples in Section 11-9.1 and 11-9.2, this 
practice reduced the dimensionality to two, so training images could be depicted as locations in a 
plane: Figs. 11-12 and 11-13. 
 

  
 
  


