
Concept Question 12-3: A perceptron is a nonlinear function of a linear combination of several 
inputs. Why does it have this form? 
 
It mimics the form of a neuron in a biological brain. The linear combination represents the 
strengths of connections between neurons, and the nonlinear function mimics a neuron firing. 
This was the original justification. Also, it works. 
 
  


